


In the spotlight
Woollam Constructions Rockhampton 

has received industry acclaim for 
its work on a number of local projects 
including the Boyne Island Crematorium, 
Red Hill Home Makers Centre and 
Rockhampton’s Benevolent Home 
redevelopment. 

Woollams won the QMBA Central 
Queensland regional award for best 
community services project up to $3 
million for the Boyne Island Crematorium; 
best health facilities up to $3 million for 
the Benevolent Home redevelopment and 
a Central Queensland regional award for 
best retail facilities up to $3 million for the 
Red Hill Home makers Centre, buildings 
D and F.

Woollams also received the 2008 Mackay 
and Whitsunday Housing Construction 
award for best tourism and hospitality 
facility $3 million - $6 million for its work 
on the Souths Leagues Club in Mackay. 

Good times: George Bogiatzis and Trevor Black. 
Builders’ awards: Mick Kelly, Wade Brodel, Bob 
MacGregor, Mark Brodel, Geoff Holmes, Warren 
Anderson and Trevor Black. 

Proud dad
Woollam’s Executive Officer Scott 

Wedgwood welcomed a new and very 
cute addition to his family this year. 

So cute: Scott with wife Lisette and little Jasper.

Dare devils
Rockhampton’s Tracey Mansfield took 

the ultimate challenge during a holiday 
to New Zealand in August. Tracey and 
her sister Jenny survived Queenstown’s 
Kawarau Bridge bungy jump, where the 
dare-devil siblings plunged 43-metres.

With its state-of-the-art kitchen and cappuccino machine, 
bar area complete with tall table and stools, leafy view over 

parkland and the Brisbane River and a sophisticated internal 
colour palette; staff from the company’s new Brisbane base 

should never want to leave the office.

New digs: An artist impression of the new Brisbane office’s external facade.

“These are exciting times for Woollams, on 
the one hand we’re gearing up to celebrate 
the past 125 years of business and on the 
other we are very focussed on finetuning 
the company’s future business strategies as 
we move into a new phase of growth,” Scott 
said. “During the past three months our 
senior management team has been working 
alongside our regional managers to map 
out business plans for the next 12 months 
which will consolidate our resources and 
bring together our project managers 
and other professionals from around the 
region.”  

But it’s not all about work at Woollam’s 
‘sexy’ new digs with the new premise the 
place to be for Friday afternoon drinks or 
a formal social function. Staff turned up to 
make the most of the view for Brisbane’s 
annual River Fire festival where they 
watched the spectacular fireworks display 
light up the Story Bridge.

A formal launch to celebrate the opening of 
the new head office is expected to be held 
early next year. A date is yet to be fixed for the 
event, but there is talk of a joint celebration, 
possibly in March 2009, to mark the company’s 
125th anniversary. We’ll keep you posted.

Woollam Construction’s new 650m2 
head office is a standout property 

in East Brisbane’s emerging commercial 
precinct. Not only does the company 
have excellent exposure to thousands of 
motorists commuting in and out of the 
city daily, but staff also have one of the 
most picturesque park and river views any 
inner-city company could wish for.

With three managers’ offices, a gym, 
a boardroom that features a projector 
screen and concertina doors that fold 
back to create an open-space function 
room, a stylish reception area, balcony 
and spacious work stations, Woollam 
Construction’s new headquarters reflects 
a new era of business for the company 
and a fresh take on Woollam’s growing 
reputation in the Queensland building 
industry. The new head office is a far cry 
from the company’s former premise at 
Newmarket, which is currently under 
contract.

Executive Officer Scott Wedgwood said 
the new purpose-built facility provided 
the perfect base and opportunity for the 
company to embrace a new chapter of 
business.

Stylish HQ heralds new 
chapter in business



60 seconds with...
Ballina area manager Brant Wood

Ballina newcomer: Brant Wood

1. Occupation? Area manager for Ballina  

2. Marital status? Married to wife Sandra 
and I have three children

3. Five favourite things? Having a beer 
with mates, spending time with family, 
surfing, playing guitar and ice-cream 
cake

4. I love it when ….everybody else is 
wrong

5. If I could change one thing in the 
world, I would ….bring back the biff

6. Favourite movie? Enter the Dragon, 
with Bruce Lee

7. Favourite book? Power of One, by 
Bryce Courtney

8. The best thing about my job? Getting a 
hot chocolate at 10 in the morning

9. My secret, guilty pleasure is? Deep 
fried ice-cream 

10. Top five dinner guests? Carl Barron, 
Dr Karl Kruszelnicki (Triple J), Jessica 
Alba (eye candy), Kevin Rudd and Rove 
McManus

11. Favourite takeaway meal? 
McDonalds

12. I’m really good at … having a lend 

13. I can’t live without ... my wife

14. I’d spend my last $10 on … a happy 
meal 

15. I get angry when … I can’t sleep in

16. When I grew up, I wanted to be a … 
male gigolo. 

17.  My philosophy on life is …  
Always smile.

Mackay Surf Lifesaving Club 
christen new boat

The Mackay Surf Lifesaving Club took to 
the waves in their new state-of-the-art surf 
boat in October to compete in the North 
Australian Surf Lifesaving titles.

The local club took delivery of the $27,000 
surf boat in March this year. The streamline 
craft was part of a three-year sponsorship 
deal, which commenced this year, between 
local building firm Woollam Constructions 
and the surf club.

The eight-metre, 200kg boat, which seats 
four rowers and a sweep at the rear, has 
adopted Woollam’s corporate colours with 
the green lip of the boat creating a striking 
contrast with the stark white hull and black 
registration ‘Mackay Q86’.

Regular training sessions for both the 
men’s and women’s crews kicked off 
recently. The sessions marked the start 
of a hectic practice schedule for local 
competitors. 

Mackay Surf Lifesaving 
Club boat captain Dan 
Coonan said club members 
were thrilled with their 
new boat and were looking 
forward to a busy season of 
competition.

“This is a major coup for 
the Mackay Surf Club and 
all of our members are 
absolutely delighted to be 
heading into the season with 
new equipment,” Mr Coonan 
said. “We’d like to issue a 
heartfelt thanks to Woollam 
Constructions for their three-
year sponsorship which has 
made the delivery of this new 
surf boat possible.

The Mackay Surf Lifesaving Club recently 
launched the new surf boat at Harbour 
Beach with Woollam Constructions Mackay 
Director Craig Percival given the honour 
of christening the boat with a splash of 
champagne.

Mr Percival said the company took immense 
pleasure in helping the Mackay Surf Club 
continue their long history in surf boat 
racing.

“This was a great opportunity for Woollams 
to give something back to the community,” 
he said. “To finally see the boat in action in 
the water during the launch was a proud 
moment for everyone down on the beach 
that day.”
Surf sensation: Mackay Surf Lifesaving surf boat 
captain Dan Coonan and Craig Percival launch the 
club’s new boat.



Contact
Brisbane

71 Lytton Road,
East Brisbane, Brisbane

Ph: 07 3456 1600
Fax: 07 3456 1650  

  

Mackay
36 East Gordon Street, Mackay

Ph: 07 4957 6815
Fax: 07 4957 2014  

  

Rockhampton
31 Quinn Street, 

Kawana, Rockhampton

Ph: 07 4927 1711
Fax: 07 4922 2613  

  

Ballina
31 De Havilland Crescent, Ballina

Ph: 02 6686 0544
Fax: 02 6686 0477 

Newsletter contributions
If you have any photos or stories that 

could be included in WC Hammer  
please contact Sally Gordon at  

Crook Publicity on (07) 3220 0310 or 
email: sally@crookpublicity.com

Mackay take home champion’s title
By Trevor Black

After a frantic countback and an impromptu 
three legged race at the end of the day, 
Mackay has been crowned the 2009 Big Day 
Out champions.

The Rocky Vs Mackay day was held Sunday 
September 28 and saw Woollam’s staff 
thrash it out in the egg and spoon race, lawn 
bowls and cricket. Events on the day included 
time trials on the jumping castle, egg tossing 
for the children, horizontal bungee, gum boot 
throwing and kaber toss. 

The day began with a hearty barbecue 
breakfast of bacon, sausages and eggs 
which was then followed by a rather 
nervous welcoming speech by Craig 
Percival aka Brian Gorman. The rather 
over confident Rocky team, who wore 
premiership team shirts emblazoned with 
the cry ‘Coming back to kick Mackay’s butt 
again’ played the ‘We are the champions’ 
theme before the national anthem. Both 
songs were obviously an attempt to put 
the opposition on the back foot before the 
games begun.

It paid off, with Rocky winning the first 
four games before Mackay slowly crawled 
back to be two games behind going into 
the final round, which was the lawn bowls 
challenge. After eating a delicious lunch 
and sweets organised by the bowls club 
committee we set about playing our most 
skillful game of bowls. Once again the 
wrong bias came into play quite a few times 
with one of the Mackay teams trying to 
claim a nearest to the jack two pitches over. 
This was later dismissed by the stewards 
after lengthy talks and deliberation. 
Mackay ended up beating Rocky 4 – 1 which 
put them in the lead. 

The Rocky team lodged a protest 
immediately and it was decided that a 
three legged race should be run to help 
determine the winner and put to ease the 
rivalry between the two teams. This was 
won by Rocky but after a hectic countback it 
was determined that Mackay would be the 
overall winner. 

While the countback was finalised everyone 
knocked back a few coldies, enjoyed a 
spread of succulent prawns and waited for 
the presentation ceremony.

Notable winners on the day included 
Michael McCurley, Zac Turner, Jodie 
MacGregor, Travis MacGregor, Joelene 
Bowater, Rohan Thompson, Marcel Micallef, 
Ethan McLeod, Emma May, Jamilee 
MacGregor, Kylie Christensen, Steve 
Daniels, Julie May and Kim Vains.

Craig aka Gormo, accepted the golden 
shovel and immediately put his team in 
the ‘we didn’t win this but Rocky lost it’ 
category which has added fuel to the fire 
between the two cities and ensures the 
rivalry will be even more intense next year.

From top: Great work: Brian receiving the Golden Shovel, 
Bowls Team: Justine, Biran, Geoff, Charlie, Clinton and 
Steve. Check out the arm action. Cowgirls: Tracey, Julie 
and Justine. Below: Big Day Out: Jolene’s gumboot 
throwing attempt, Judging panel: Dave, Jim and Mark.




