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george’s say

Welcome to the first edition of 
Woollam Construction’s new  

staff newsletter.

I hope this will enable us all to gain a 
better insight into what every office is 
up to, from Ballina through to Mackay.

I encourage you all to contribute 
story ideas and photographs and look 
forward to your feedback, after all this 
is your newsletter.  

It’s hard to believe that we are over 
half way through the year already.  

A lot has happened over the past  
few months.

The company’s corporate re-branding 
launch was a huge success and I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
thank you all for the part you played.

I see this newsletter as a platform 
for us all to share in these events, no 
matter where we are, and through it 
make us a more cohesive company.

All the best for the rest of the year.

Woollam’s landmark “The 
Avenue” development at north 

Mackay is attracting strong interest 
from retailers, despite the fact 
construction hasn’t even started.

The $6 million shopping, dining and 
office development will revolutionise 
Evans Ave, making it a hive of activity 
for the community.

Negotiations are well underway to 
attract some major names to the 
development with the first step to lure a 
convenience store retailer.

The 2482 sq m site will feature a mix of 
specialty retail stores, a café, al fresco 
dining and commercial office space. 

Some last minute changes to the 
streetscape will further help to 
enhance the development.  

Construction should commence  
in September with completion in  
April 2008. 

Woollam Constructions director Craig 
Percival said the development would 
set the standard for future retail and 
commercial space in Mackay.

“The concept behind The Avenue is to 
create a vibrant and trendy community 
hub,” Craig said.

“Woollam is proud to be involved in this 
project which will certainly pave the 
way for further developments in the 
area in the years to come.”

The Avenue has been modelled on the 
boulevards of Europe, with restaurants, 
cafes and retail on the ground floor and 
office space above.

Landscaping features like mature 
shady trees and cobblestones will 
further add to the boulevard feel.

L J Hooker marketing agent Des 
Besanko said he was fielding inquiries 
every day from eager retailers keen 
to position themselves in the premier 
development. 

Project Profile

George Bogiatzis 
Managing Director

Name your newsletter!
If you have a naming suggestion for our 
newsletter please email Craig Percival:  
craig.p@woollamconstructions.com.au



Rocky Vs Mackay

The countdown is on to the 
inaugural Rocky Vs Mackay “all 

sports” tournament which is now set 
for the 9th September. 

Office murmurs have revealed that 
similar to the Kiwis and their Haka, the 
Rocky office are practising their own 
tribal pre-match dance, which will no 
doubt unsettle the Mackay team and 
their ability to stand up after it.

The match will be held on “middle 
ground” at St Lawrence, a couple of 
hours drive from either office. 

Events will include a game of cricket, 
a hit of tennis and a “very social” game 
of lawn bowls. The offer of a game of 
touch footy is yet to be accepted.

The grudge match is being organised 
by Trevor Black from the Rocky office 
and Gary McCleod from Mackay office 
(in between their busy schedules). 

It will be a great day for the families 
as well with many activities being 
organised for kids of all ages.

TOURNAMENT RULES

1.	Everyone participating on the day 
must do so in a sportsmanlike 
manner.

2.	Sledging is encouraged but not 
condoned.

3.	Swearing will result in a $2 penalty 
which will go to a charity nominated 
on the day by the winning team. (self 
charity is not permissible).

4.	Drinking plenty of fluids is 
recommended to prevent 
dehydration.

After 19 months of hard work, 
construction on the $14 million 

Crowley Village Apartments at Ballina 
is finally coming to an end.

Woollam has had about six staff 
working on the job since day one, 
coordinated by site manager Mick 
McGown (aka Mick Mac).

The project features 45 luxury 
retirement apartments, a pool complex 
and chapel spread out over 20 acres.   

Like all projects, Mick Mac said this one 
offered its own unique challenges, none 
of which were too hard to overcome.

“We made about 360 RFIs (Requests 
For Information) which made things 
interesting,” Mick Mac said, with a 
laugh.

The site was originally home to 
22 apartments, which had to be 

demolished to make way for the 
Catholic Church retirement village.

The development has been named 
after Jim Crowley, a wealthy local 
businessman who donated the land to 
the Catholic Church back in the 1970s.

Construction was split into two stages, 
consisting of 29 units in Stage 1 and 16 
units in Stage 2. Some apartments in 
Stage 1 are now already tenanted.

The complex offers a range of 2 and 3 
bedroom units, each with split-system 
air conditioning, marble kitchen bench 
tops and glass splashbacks.

“They look fantastic - very flash,” Mick 
Mac said.

The concept of apartments should 
appeal to upper middle class retires 
who want a stylish, secure lifestyle with 
a guarantee of an aged care placement.

Crowley Village Apartments Complete 
Ballina

quick bits 
 
Dead Eye Ian 
Mackay Carpenter Ian Brown is the 
current Australian Darts champion. 
At the recent Australian titles he won 
the singles, mixed doubles and rookie 
of the year titles. As a result of his 
stunning performance, Ian is now a 
member of the Australian team to 
play at the World Cup in Holland at 
the end of this year.

The Rockhampton Kiss
Rockhampton’s manager Bob 
MacGregor is recovering from a 
broken nose. The unfortunate incident 
occurred during a competition game of 
soccer. Fortunately Ian (Bob’s brother 
and project manager) was playing 
in the same side and provided much 
assistance both during and after the 
break. Boys, remember to head the ball 
and not each other!



staff profiles

Mark Swanton 
Leading Hand Carpenter 

It’s been 35 years since Mark Swanton 
started his apprenticeship working 

with Woollams.

In that time he’s worked on more projects 
than he can remember, but counts the 
Ergon and Cane Growers buildings as two 
of the more notable ones. 

The Inglewood Police Station will also 
forever remain in his memory, for 
completely different reasons.

It was while working on the station, well 
actually drinking in the local pub after 
work, that he met his wife Mary.  

“She served me a beer at the Royal Hotel 
where I was staying,” Mark says.

The couple have been happily married for 
25 years and have three children Peter, 
18, Jared, 15 and Stacy, 10.

When Mark’s not at work he loves getting 
out in the back yard at Mt Pleasant and 
doing a bit of gardening.

He’s a Mackay boy born and bred and 
wouldn’t have it any other way.

“I love it here, wouldn’t go anywhere 
else,” Mark says.

“It’s getting a bit noisy now, but I still  
love it.”

He’s currently working on the Good 
Shepherd Lodge at East Mackay.

When asked to name one thing most 
people didn’t know about him, Mark says: 
“I’m a bit shy at times”.

And if he won the Gold Lotto? “The boss 
mightn’t like this, but I probably wouldn’t 
be around to rack up my 36th year. I 
would also buy a car.”

Peter Lando 
Site Manager, Mackay

Many of you will already recognise 
Peter’s handsome good looks 

from page 2 of the company’s glossy 
new colour brochure.

“I will never live that down,” Peter says, 
with a chuckle.

“The boys are still giving me grief  
about it.”

The 33-year-old father of three has 
been with the company for the past 11 
years and for the last five years has 
been working as a site foreman.

“I guess the thing I most enjoy about 
the job is seeing the finished product,” 
Peter says.

“It’s great to see something built from 
start to finish.” 

He’s currently working on the Mackay 
Souths League Club, which is due to 
wrap up at the end of November.

Over the years Peter has also worked 
on the Douglas Gibb and Lewis office 
refurbishment and Mackay’s new 
Ambulance Station.

On the weekends he enjoys nothing 
better than dropping in a fishing line with 
a few mates or chilling out on the family 
cane farm at Chelona, south of Mackay.

“I was brought up on a farm and always 
feel most relaxed when I’m home,” 
Peter says.

“It gives the kids room to run around and 
it’s situated nice and close to a creek.”

Peter and wife Tammy have three 
children Jack, 10, Tom, 6, and Meg, 4.

Staff 
Movements

Fred Goodman is being moved 
 into the Ballina office from site.

Brant Woods is now  
our Mackay building cadet  

after finishing his  
carpentry trade. 

Smitty’s Review

Well Well after week 18 and 
State of Origin going to the 

mighty Maroons, it pains me to 
say that Mick Cadzow from our 
NSW office is leading the punters, 
but followed very closely by Ian 
MacGregor. Can they be caught 
with 8 rounds remaining? I don’t 
think so, as it’s a two horse race 
from here on in. Maybe we should 
have a bet on who is going to win 
out of these two. So how are the 
rest of us going? Further down the 
list in last spot and likely to receive 
the wooden spoon sees Arnie 
Nolan, a champion laborer from 
the Brisbane contingent. In 22nd 
spot, middle of the table sees Bob 
MacGregor performing the worst 
out of the managers. Darren Loth 
in 13th spot is the best of the site 
boys and Craig Irvine following suit 
of his beloved Richmond Tigers 
doing woeful. As I rap it up I will 
give mention to the best of each 
office being Pawula for Brisbane 
in 5th, Robinson for Mackay in 6th, 
and the two front runners, Cadzow 
for Ballina and (Hooky) MacGregor 
for Rocky. Well done & Happy 
Tipping!

Luke Smith.
Estimator / Tendering
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contact
Brisbane

2 Garden Terrace,
Newmarket, Brisbane

Ph: 07 3356 0118
Fax: 07 3856 4767  

  
Mackay

36 East Gordon Street, Mackay

Ph: 07 4957 6815
Fax: 07 4957 2014  

  
Rockhampton

31 Quinn Street, 
Kawana, Rockhampton

Ph: 07 4927 1711
Fax: 07 4922 2613  

  
Ballina

31 De Havilland Crescent, Ballina

Ph: 02 6686 0544
Fax: 02 6686 0477 

Woollam is one of the top 10 
privately-owned construction 

companies in Queensland.

Since 1987, Woollam has built over 
1000 projects. 

Woollam’s current turnover is around 
$80 million.

Woollam has worked in more than 100 
towns and cities across Queensland 
and northern NSW.

Woollam tender on more that 200 
projects each year.

Woollam employs more than 140 people, 
five of whom have over 30 years service.

The average length of service is 12 years. 

The longest serving staff member Ray 
Simpson retired last year with 50 years 
of service. Gary Mason who has built just 
about everything in most Queensland 
towns is still with the company after 41 
years of service.

Woollam employs 26 apprentices, 
school-based apprentices and cadets.

Did you know?

Have you heard?
Mick McGowan has accepted the new 
position of Design and Development 
Manager for Queensland and New South 
Wales. Mick and his family will relocate 
to Brisbane in the coming months. 

Jim MacGregor has announced his 
retirement effective from July 18 2007. 
Jim has been the face of Woollams in 

Rockhampton and his illustrious career 
will be celebrated in the next newsletter. 

A safety risk was identified on a 
current Brisbane site recently. The 
client’s representative requested some 
suitable signage be erected adjacent to 
a newly formed lake on-site. This was 
the result of heavy rain and a rather 

large excavated area. When leaving 
the site the client’s representative was 
suitably impressed by the speed in 
which the signage was erected but was 
a little concerned about the wording, 
and suggested ``No Fishing’’ was not 
entirely appropriate.   

(Clockwise from top left) Craig Percival and Jim MacGregor celebrate the relaunch with George 
Bogiatzis; Sharon Bradshaw, Mick Cadzow and Kelly Pratt; Richard Pawula and Shannon Meehan 
from Brisbane; Howard Jones and Ric White also from Brisbane office.




